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DRAFT 

NH WATER WELL BOARD MINUTES                                                         November 6, 2014 

 

 

A meeting of the New Hampshire Water Well Board (“Board”) was held on November 6, 2014, 

in the Department of Environmental Services Building in rooms 112 & 113, 29 Hazen Drive, 

Concord, NH 03301. 

 

Present were: Rene Pelletier, Secretary 

Board Members: Stephen Smith, Steve Guercia, Steven Garside, David Hunt, and 

Frederick Chormann 

NHDES Staff: Richard Schofield and Katie Murphy 

 

Mr. Pelletier brought the meeting to order at 9:44 AM. 

 

Approval of Minutes 

Upon motion by Mr. Chormann, and seconded by Mr. Smith, the Board voted to accept the 

Minutes of the September 11, 2014 meeting, as printed. Upon motion by Mr. Smith, and 

seconded by Mr. Hunt, the Board voted to accept the Minutes of the September 18, 2014 

meeting, as printed.   

 

License Applicants 

 

Arthur Reinheimer 

The Board considered an application from Arthur Reinheimer for a domestic and industrial pump 

installer license. Upon motion by Mr. Garside, and seconded by Mr. Smith, the Board voted 

unanimously to approve the application.  

 

Tom Williams 

The Board considered an application from Tom Williams for a domestic and industrial pump 

installer license. Upon motion by Mr. Hunt, and seconded by Mr. Smith, the Board voted 

unanimously to approve the application. 

 

John Hofmann 

The Board considered an application from John Hofmann, of Innovative Environmental 

Technologies (IET), for a technical driller’s license. The application did not note that the 

required application fees had been rendered.  Upon motion by Mr. Garside, and seconded by Mr. 

Smith, the Board voted unanimously to approve the application, pending payment. 
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Complaints 
Vancelette / Smith Pump Company 

For this complaint, Mr. Smith recused himself from the meeting and left the table. Mr. Schofield 

informed the Board of the circumstances of the complaint filed on October 22, 2014 by Mr. 

Vancelette against Smith Pump Company (hereinafter Smith Pump). Smith Pump was hired by 

Mr. Stanley Vancelette to install a new water tank, a water filtration system and a new cap on an 

existing well. Mr. Vancelette was concerned that he was quoted a premium price for all USA 

parts but did not receive all USA parts in the installation and that a new Baker Premium 

Watertight Cap was installed on a bent well casing, preventing a watertight seal.  Other concerns 

were that the connection of the existing electrical conduit to the adaptor on the cap was not made 

according to the Board’s standards and that a used piece of polyethylene pipe was used to 

connect the T-assembly to the existing water service line. Mr. Vancelette asked that Smith Pump 

provide an itemized bill and adjust the quote to subtract the premium for USA parts. He is also 

concerned about the well cap but does not want Smith Pump to come back to do any additional 

work.   

   

Mr. Schofield read Smith Pump’s written response to the complaint and asked the Board to read 

Mr. Vancelette’s written response filed the morning of the Board’s meeting. Mr. Stephen Smith 

of Smith Pump and Mr. Adrion Dion of Smith Pump addressed the Board with their response to 

the complaint. Following Smith Pump’s statements, Mr. Vancelette addressed the Board with his 

complaints. After hearing both parties, the Board did not believe that there was an ethical issue 

and decided that the installation was completed in accordance with the rules adopted by the 

Board. The Board recommended that Smith Pump refund the cost of the well cover and the 

associated labor charge. The Board also asked that the two parties sit down and come to an 

agreement that works for both parties. 

 

Reporting 

Faxon’s Artesian Wells & Pumps 

The Board resumed discussion from the September 11, 2014 meeting, of the matter of 58 well 

completion reports submitted late for wells constructed in 2013 and the eight reports that 

remained due.  Ms. Lucy Faxon complied with the Board’s request to submit the remaining 

forms along with proof, in the form of invoices, that her company constructed the wells.  Upon 

motion by Mr. Hunt, and seconded by Mr. Garside, the Board voted unanimously to accept the 

2013 well completion reports. 

 

Mr. Schofield noted that Ms. Faxon filed well completion reports for 2014 under her license, 

number 1768. Ms. Faxon filed four well completion reports for wells drilled during the period 

between July 1, 2014 and July 20, 2014.  During this period, Ms. Faxon’s license had expired 

and she was not licensed to drill in New Hampshire.  The program has in the past recognized a 

grace period from July 1 to August 1 during which time no enforcement action is taken, based on 

the statutory requirement that a late fee must be paid if the license is renewed after August 1.  

The Membership agreed that, based on the precedent set in the past, no enforcement action 

would be taken by the Board. 

 

Administrative Rules 

Mr. Schofield presented three major issues from the previous meeting on September 18, 2014 for 

the Board to review.  The first issue was brought to the Board in the previous meeting by Mr. 

Hunt regarding a requirement in the well siting rules in We 602.06.  Mr. Hunt was concerned 

that if the rules applied to all types of wells and all types of well construction equipment, the 
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requirement would be prohibitive for cable tool drillers and gravel well drillers.  The Board 

agreed that the rules were clearly written for bedrock wells, and did not apply to other types of 

well construction.  

 

The next issue was whether the two dimensional setback for wells should be applied to septic 

systems only, keeping the existing setback rules for property lines.  The Membership discussed 

the potential of contamination across property lines to bedrock wells.  Mr. Guercia suggested that 

the existing rules should be kept in place except in situations where the property owner 

authorizes the well driller to drill a bedrock well closer than 75 feet from an observed source of 

contamination.  After deliberation, the Board agreed to modify the rule. For wells with a reduced 

setback to property lines a water well contractor may use the two dimensional setback rules and 

would not be required to file a setback reduction form. The water well contractor may also, in 

consultation with the property owner, elect to use the existing rules, which require a minimum of 

40 feet of casing and grouting. A setback reduction form would need to be filed if this option 

was implemented. 

 

The third issue from the previous meeting was whether We 602.06-d should be interpreted to 

allow protective well radii to cross over property boundaries onto land that is precluded from 

development, in accordance with provisions in Subsurface Systems Bureau rules, RSA 485-

A:30-b.  Mr. Schofield read RSA 485-A:30-b and recommended that the revised administrative 

rules be consistent with the Subsurface Systems Bureau rules.  The Board deliberated the 

inclusion of roads in the rule and agreed that language should be drafted to make the 

administrative rules consistent with RSA 485-A:30-b, with a note that roads can be used if there 

is no other alternative. 

 

Fiscal Impact Statement 

The fiscal impact statement will be addressed at the next meeting, after comments are received 

from Peter Demas. 

 

Changes to Administrative Rules 

Mr. Schofield summarized changes made to the language of the current rules as proposed.  The 

Membership discussed setback distances for wells as defined in We 602.06 and agreed that the 

language should be changed to clarify community sewer systems.  Mr. Chormann asked that the 

term “listed” in the National Electrical Code, and referenced in electrical requirements, be  

defined.  All other changes were approved by the Board. 

 

New Business 

Disposable Tremie Tube 

Mr. Schofield informed the Board about 5 wells in Atkinson that are being decommissioned by 

EPA because they contain 1,4-dioxane.  The water well contractor that was hired to fill the wells 

would like to use disposable tremie tube to seal the wells.  Mr. Schofield asked the Board if the 

right decision had been made by not allowing the use of disposable tremie tubing.  The Board 

deliberated and remained in agreement that using disposable tremie tube was not an acceptable 

method of sealing a well. 
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Upon motion by Mr. Hunt, and seconded by Mr. Smith, the Board voted to adjourn the meeting. 

 

 

 

 

___________________________________ 

       Rene Pelletier 

Water Well Board Secretary 


